
         February 25, 2021 

 

As members of the Kirkwood School Board we could not be more proud of the 
District's track record, administrators, teachers, staff and students. We are pleased 
to be elected by, and accountable to, a community which values public education 
and the fair, equitable, consistent, and prudent deployment of public resources. We 
live in an interconnected community. The current efforts by a group of legislators, to 
place children and communities at risk without any demonstrated public benefit, 
undermine the hard work our District has done serving its students and community 
since 1865.     

We are disappointed with the efforts by this faction within the Missouri 
Legislature to undermine public education. We respect the work of those legislators 
seeking to protect taxpayers, public education, and our community, by opposing 
efforts to expand charter schools, tax-write-offs, and other tools which undermine 
proven Pre-K – 12 education opportunities for all.  

Charter schools are held to a lower standard. They are not accountable to the 
community, devalue teaching, and create risks, including the risk of closure. These 
risks fall on public school districts, and the communities that support them, while 
neither the districts nor the communities see any benefit. Private schools also lack 
accountability and provide opportunities only to those with the privilege to afford 
them. This is true even accounting for any of the tax-payer funded handouts 
currently being debated in legislature.  

 We call on Representative Plocher, Senator Koenig, and Governor Parson to 
join Representatives Phifer and Unsicker and scores of others in fighting for our 
community and our District by opposing all legislative efforts to undermine the fair, 
accountable, and high-quality work of public schools here, and across the State of 
Missouri.  
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